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My visit to Norderney came just as he was writing in this
strain to his Emperor, and at that same moment he received
from the Kaiser for signature the notorious "Daily Tele-
graph Interview." One might almost believe that, as he
declared later in the Reichstag, he did not read this himself
but forwarded it immediately to the Foreign Office. On the
other hand he was—in contrast to the Bismarck and post-
Bismarck period—more preoccupied with the thought of the
imminent probability of a war with England than with the
remoter possibility of a clash with France and Russia. Or
England was at least for the moment his chief anxiety,
troubling his conscience, busy as he was day and night with
theincrease of the fleet. Ini9oj,whenDelcassewas at thehelm,
France had been the chief thorn in his side, whereas it was the
British problem which weighed upon the last year of his
Chancellorship, and this ambitious man was faced with the
tragic prospect of having to renounce his power before the
great German fleet was anchored in a safe harbour. He had
been set on going down to history as the creator of German
sea-power as Bismarck had been the creator of German land
power. Thus, in order to gain time for the maturing of naval
power ready for a trial of strength with England, he may well
have accepted the risk of recommending the dispatch of the
Kaiser interview to England in a gambler's hope that it
might win favour there for Germany.
Two years after Billow's downfall in 1911, Count Monts
talked to me at length about the Daily Telegraph interview,
the first step towards Billow's overthrow, which followed a
few months later. Monts was convinced that it had been
read by Biilow as well as by other officials of the Foreign
Office: Schon, Stemrich and Klehmet. He thought that
Biilow had expected that its publication would have a great
success in England and when, far from this expectation being
realised, there was an outburst of indignation ooth there and
in Germany, he deceived the Reichstag by saying that he had
not read it, so throwing all the blame upon the Kaiser* Monts
had retired from his ambassadorship when he next saw the
Kaiser, and the latter told him that Biilow could not continue
as Chancellor; he said that Billow's conduct in November,
1908, when he deceived his Kaiser, had been unprecedented
and treacherous. Monts had been told by Moris Benedikt,

